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OBSERVATIONS 

1 UPON i 

Church-Affairs, 
Addreſſed to 


Principal SM 1TH. 


BA 78 1 
Supply myſelf to you in particular, 
Sf not only as you are juſtly accounted 


a principal Leader on one Side in 
the Diſputes that are now amongſt 
us, but as eſteeming you a Man open 
to Argument, and who ought nor to 
be aſhamed to rectify any Miſtake 
you may have honeſtly fallen into, 
ng in your Power to procure a juſt 

ers and Chriſtians of this Church, 
Your publick Character makes your Name known to all, 
eſpecially on this Occaſion, that you have © ſignally di- 
ſtinguiſned yourſelf; and my prefixing it to this Addreſs 
can give you no Trouble which is unreaſonable, or which 
the Nature of the Caſe would not require you to take 
otherwiſe If you can either make a juſt and full Vindication 
of your Conduct, or can prevent the evil Conſequences of 


it, in Caſe you ſhall be ſatisfied it has been imprope 
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I preſume you will not take it ill of any one to give you 
The Particulars I propoſe to take under Confideratian 
are theſe; 1. I would conſider the Cafe of the four de- 
prived Minifters, draw a Compariſon berwixt their Guilt 
and that of ſome others of our Manifters, who of late 
have appeared as Authors, that you may take this Occafian 7 
to reflect on the Impartiality of your Conduct. 2. Offer BY 
ſome Conſiderations on the Method of planting vacant 
Congregations that has of late obtained, and of which 
you are ſo ſtrenuous a Defender. 3. Make ſome Remarks 
on the Narrative and State of the Proceedings of the Fudica- 
| teries againſt Haſters Exskine, Wilſon, &. | 
. You know, Sir, the Occaſion which gave Riſe to the 
= Guilt of the deprived Miniſters was this; The Aſſembly 
| for the Year 1732, under their own and the Influence of 

| other wiſe Men, paſſed the fam'd Act now in Being for 
planting vacant Congregations. It is not my preſent Buſi - 
| neſs to give a Detail of the hard Things ſuppoſed to be 
contained in it, nor to ſay, That by this Act Miniſters 
may be ſettled, tho' there be not Half a Dozen of the 
whole Congregation agreeing to it, Inſtances of which 
have alrc:dy taken Place; and that all which is hereby 
lett che People, to whoſe Inclinations, according to the 
Claim of Right, we owe our Eſtabliſhment, is to object or 
libel. Grateful Return! Nor ſhall I mention, that the 
Act being deſigned to take Place only in theſe Caſes where 
the Patron does not exerciſe his Right, it muſt infer an 
Obligation on your Courts to ſettle upon a Preſentation 
from a Patron, becauſe in that Caſe you have no other 
Rule. Thus, Sir, the Act has been conſtructed in your 
Judicatories; and, according to this Conſtruction, that 
righteous Court, the Commiſion of the Kirk, has actually 
determined it; And I might ſubmit it to —— 
this is not au Invitation to all Patrons to uſe the unjuſt 
Power the Law has put into their Hands; but it is ſuffi- 
cient to have dropt the Hint, ana theſe Things ſhall be 
nly I beg Leave to obſerve, Thar, ac- 


paſt in Silence: 


cording to this Act, Jacobites and Epiſcopalians have, by a 
Deed of the Church, the Power put into their Hands of 
— perhaps moe than one Half of our Pariſhes. 

hen I ſay Jacobites, &c. I mean Perſons who, were It 
to be determined by them whether his Majeſty King George 
Or a Popif Pretender ſhould fill the Throne of Great Bri- 
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Id with one Voice give it to the latter; and who, 
le hweled with the Power 55 3 Epi ſcopa- 
cy of Presbytery ſhould be the Church-eftabhſhment, 
would unanimouſly ſpeak for the former. 28 

To me, Sir, it ſeems ſome what new and ſurpriſing (owing 
rhaps to my Unacquaintance with Hiſtory) for a Socie- 
ty voluntarly to give away the Right of electing ſuch as are 
to miniſter to them in their moſt important Concerns; vo- 
Juntarly, I ſay, to give away this Right to thoſe who do 
not belag to the Society, nay, to its avowed Enemies. 
I have heard it indeed alledged, That in the preſent 
| Caſe there could no bad Conſequences follow, becauſe 
the Power given to ſuch Gentlemen extended only to their 
electing Perſons licenſed by the Authority of your own 
Church, upon their giving the moſt ſolemn Declarations 
of their Adherence to your happy Conſtitution, and after 
ſigning their Belief of the Divine Right of Presbytery. 
But, notwithſtanding of this, it muſt be allowed, that 
amongſt your Clergy ſome are more more firmly attach'r to 
the Presbyterian Intereſt than others, and all' are not e- 
qually capable of defending it; yet ſuch Perſons (I mean 
theſe whoſe Attachment is leaſt, or whoſe Abilities are 


ſmalleſt) will certainly be moſt encouraged by Gentlemen 


of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, if they act conſiſtently with 
themſelves : f one ſhould be apt to imagine, that theſe 
to whom the Care and Preſervation of the Church is 
committed, ought to be ſo far from putting it in the Power 
of any to harm her in the ſmalleſt Matter, that they ſhould 
carefully guard againſt it. But, how much ftronger does 
the Argument become, if I be allowed to ſuppoſe, that 
even ſuch as are clothed with the ſacred Office of the Mini- 
ſtry may act a deceirful Part? Methinks it will be no great 
Breach of Chriſtian Charity to ſay, Many of them have 


er too good Reaſon to believe that it is more than pro- 
a e. 0 1 * 0 by : 4 . 


Why chen, sir, may not the ſecret Lovers of Epiſcopacy 


openly take on the Vows of Presbytery, when they know 


that the Gentlemen of their own Se& have a Power to pro- 
mote them to the Office of the Miniſtry, and in Return 
| ſuch Gentlemen the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of their Rea- 
ineſs to ſerve the common Intereſt ſo ſoon as an Opportu- 
nity offer? | e | * 
Thus by your Act it may happen, that one Half of our 
Churches iſhall be planted, not only by Perſons who are 
Or Lo Ret oo fr Sn Won, 
hy 


— — — — 


= — dw et 5 — —  o—_———_—— 


= . 


- 


avowed Enemies to our Conſtirution, but by ſuch as hears 
tily join in wiſhing her total Overthrow ; and ſure their 
beſt Endeavours will not be wanting up oper Qcca- 
fions : This I ſay, Sir, is poſſible; Would ro God it amoun- 
ted to nothing more! And tho* no Society can prevent or 
ſufficiently guard againſt all Things which may tend to 
its Prejudice, yet I would willingly know if they are un- 
der an Obligation voluntarily to increaſe its poſſible Miſ- 
chiefs, or if they aq; a wiſe Part, when of themſelves they 
multiply the Chances for its Ruin. You, Sir, will be able 
eaſily to reſolve theſe Queſtions, and hence to judge with 
what Wiſdom and Caution the Aſſembly's AQ has been 
framed : Therefore I ſhall only add, That it might have 
been expected that yourſelf, and ſome others of the Reve- 
rend Compilers of this A&, who, under Pretence of a 
more than ordinary Regard to the Civil Authority and his 
Majeſty's Intereſt, ſo ſtrenuouſly promote Settlements by 
Preſentations; it might have been expected that your Zeal 
would have been -a little more uniform than to appear 
the firſt who endowed his Majeſty's avowed Enemies with 
a Power of planting vacant Congregations. But, to paſs, 
from this Digreſſion, t 35 
Vou know Sir, Mr. Erskine, in a Sermon at the Open- 
ing of the Synod at Pertb, thought it neceſſary to bear his 
Teſtimony publickly to what he reckoned Fruth, by de- 
claring againſt the iniquous Things he — to be con- 
tained in this Act. He uſed indeed Expreſſions upon this 
and other Heads, which I think few ſober-minded Men 
will undertake to vindicate: His Brethren ſo far reſented 
the Freedoms he took, that they judged him cenſurable 
for treating the Deeds and Acts of the Aſſembly in ſuch a 
Manner : Fadging himſelf leſed by their Sentence, he ap- 
als to the Aſſembly for the Year 1733, by whom the 
— Hel of the Synod was affirmed, and Mr. Erskine re- 
buked : Here again he ſtrikes out, gives in a Proteſt, 
whichProteft the Aſſembly in their * Prudenee 
receive, and appoint their Commiſſion in Auguſt to ſuſ⸗ 
d him and his Adherents, provided they did not with- 
draw their Proteſt, and expreſs their Sorrow for what they 
had done: The Time for the Meeting of the dreaded 
Commiſhon comes on ; the Proteſters give in, in Writing, 
a long Detail of their Principles, and, amidſt 12 Variety 
A other Things, ſay, That by their Proteſt they mean 


« ſolemn Declaration of their Principles: The Commi 
fion judging nothing in their Papers ſatisfactor v, ſuſpe 
them aſt their next Meeting, according to the Appoint- 
ment of the Aſſembly : They break through the Act of 
Suſpenſion,. and continue to preach in their ſeveral 
Churches: The Commiſſion meets again inNevember,and pro- 
ceeds till according to the Appointment of the Aſſembly 
to a higher Cenſure, declaring them no longer Miniſters 
of this Church, and diſcharging the Miniſters of it to 
maintain any Minifterial Communion with them. From 
this ſhort View of their Story every one will obſerve, that 
the Guilt for which they are now excluded your Church, 
and for which all other Miniſters are henceforth not to 
conſider them as their Brethren and Fellow-labourers, is 
their refuſing to withdraw their Proteſt, and expreſs their 
Sorrow for having taken ſuch a Step. To make an impar- 
tial Enquiry into the Juftice and Equity of this Sentence, 

it will,! apprehend, be neceſſary to lay open the Nature of 
the Miniſterial Office, and the Manner of its Conveyance 
from Jeſus, the wiſe Author of the Inſtitution ; and when 
this is underſtood, the Nature and Reaſon of the Thing 
will then be a Guide to our Underftandings, in judging 
whether the Guilt of your Brethren bears any Proportion 
to the Puniſhment they ſuffer, | 

You'll certainly agree with me, when I ſay, That tho” 

eſus Chriſt himſelf did inftitute and appoint an Order of 

Hen to preach his Goſpel to Mankind, and tho' he autho- 
rized his Apoſtles to intruſt others, in the Way preſent 
to be explained, with the ſame Office ; yet he ncither let 
ut to them, nor any of their Succeſſors, to appoint the 
| Qualifications, and preſcribe the Duties of thoſe that 
ſhould be . veſted with the Miniſterial Character: This 
he hath done himſelf, while he gave to his Church ſome 
Apoſtles, &c. * Miniſters indeed are to judge whether 
ſuch as offer themſelyes to the Miniſtry are poſſeſt of the 
Qualifications appointed by Chriſt; and, without their 
declaring them to be fo, none are orderly and regularly 
ordained : But, when any Perſon is once declared, by 
theſe already in Office, to be poſſeſt of thoſe Qualifica- 
tions required by Chrift, and, in Conſequence of this, 
offers and devotes himſclf to the Miniſtry, and is ſet apart 
to it by F aſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands, he be- 

| | comes 
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comes clothed with the Office, that is, he comes te 1a 
Power and Authority immediately from Chriſt hifi? 
diſcharge the Office, or he is authorized and obliged by 
Chrift to all the Parts of the Miniſterial Function,  @ 
he derives that Authority and Obligation from the Char. 
jor of Chriſt, the Ordinances being otily the Inſtruments of 

nveyance. _ . | 

To illuſtrate this, allow me uſe a Quotation from a very 
judicious Divine; © The Mayor, ſays he, upon his Ele 
© Etion is by the Charter authorized and obliged to tho 
4 Government of a Town corporate; but he is not for 

« Order's Sake to exerciſe his Authority without apublick 
& Inſtallation by fuch Officers as the Charter appoints, 
* nor is the Corporation till then abliged to receive — 
cc obey him as ſuch; but ſtill his Power and Authority is 
« derived from the Charter, not from thoſe who inftal or 
« inveſt him: So here, adds my Author, the ſame Char- 
« ter of Chriſt, that obliges ſuch a Perſon to be one of 
« his Miniſters, does alſo oblige him for Order's Sake to 
« enter by this ſolemn Rite upon the actual Exerciſe of 
« it wherever he can have ſuch Miniſterial Ordination 
« and Inveſtiture; and till then the Church is not obliged 
ce to pay him the Reſpect due to his Character: Bur ftill 
« his Authority is derived from the Charter, not from his 
« Ordainers; and none but Chrift himſelf can really au- 
« thorize and oblige him to the Miniſterial Office; and 
« for any others to pretend to do it, is but to uſurp his 
46 Sovereign Authority as the Head of his Church, and 
« the Fountain of all Power exerciſed by all that miniſter 
« in it. Tis the like Preſumption as a Recorder would 
4e be guilty of, if he ſhould pretend the Power of the 
« Mayor is derived from him; or that the Lord Chancel- 
« lor would be guilty of, if he pretended thut all theſe 
« derive their Power from him, whoſe Patent he ſeals.” 

This Account of Miniſterial Ordination and Inveſti- 
ture my Author further confirms, by Quotations from Mr. 
Olliffe a Divine of the Church of — from Ameſiui 
de Conſc. and from Wolleb. 3 

The Uſe I'm to make of what has been been ſaid is this: 
If the above Repreſentation of Things be juſt, it muſt be 
owned, that the deprived Miniſters were and ſtill are Per- 
ſons authorized and obliged by Chriſt to all the Parts of 
the Miniſterial Function; Could then their refuſing to 
withdraw a Proteſt againſt a Sentence of the Church, cen» 
ſaring thera wither for Hecoredsay nor e Boe 
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ſufficient Ground for diſabling them to execute an Office 
to which they were authorized and obliged by Chriſt? Or 
in Reality, can any Thing be Foundation enough to ſup- 
port ſuch a Sentence but the Want of theſe Qualifications 
required by Chriſt, if, as was obſerved, he alone has Power 
to appoint what Qualifications are requiſite and neceſſary 
in his Servants ! 

Put, Sir, the worſt Conſtruction upon their Proteſt poſ- 
ſibly you can: And tho they themſe]ves have ſaid, nothin 
more is intended than a folemn Declaration of their Prin- 
ciples, do you imagine that hereby they have contemn'd 
and refuſed Submiſſion to the Determinarion of their 
Judges in the laſt Reſort; Yet ſtill it may be worthy your 
Tonſideration, whether there be not tlie greateſt Danger 
in ſcrewing up Church-authority, when it has no Part of 
Divine Revelation for its Object to that enormous Size, 
that Men muſt either reſolve to fink under the Load, or 
be expell'd a Chriftian Society ? Would not this clothe 
Churchmen with a Power to appoint, I don't ſay Qualifi- 
cations, bur unreaſonable Terms of Miniſterial Commu- 
nion, which ſure ſhall never be countenanced by the mer- 
ciful Jeſus ? 

It muſt be owned by all, that the Act of Aſſembly 1732 
is a mere human Act, deſtitute of Divine Authority: If 
the Church then makes One's Refuſing to withdraw a Pro- 
teſt againſt a Cenſure inflifted for impugning this Act, a 
Reaſon of turning him out of her Communion,ſhe becomes at 
leaſt equally ſevere in puniſhing the Deſpiſer of this late Part 
of her Conſtitution, as the Tranſgreſſor of the undoubted 
ws of Chriſt. Is this to proportion the Puniſhment to 
the Offence ? Does ſhe thus obſerve that Juſtice and E- 
quity in NN Cenſures enjoined by the righteous 
Judge of all the Earth? And what if we ſhall te her 
elentments keeneſt where the Crime is leaſt } This has 
obrain'd at Rome, and ſhall we be fo unhappy as to ſhare 
in the like Miſery ? | 
But to return, you'llallow that my Charity does not exceed 
juſt Bounds, when I profeſs to believe that the deprived 
miſters are Perſons who have fincerely devoted them- 
ſelves to the Miniſtry : And of one of them in particular 
I muſt obſerve, that he was born to a pretty plentiful For- 
tune ſo as to be far from needing the Contribution of 
F 7 iends, or charitable Fund towards his Education; for 
this Reaſon nothing but a a and fervent Affection to 
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Appointment, that his Miniſters and People ſhould live 


greſſing the Laws of Chriſt, ſhe not only makes to her- 
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Chriſt and his Intereſt among Men could probably have 
determined him to this Choice, ſince 50 L. per annum could 
have been no great Bait to one of his Fortune; and you 
you rſelf know ſome now in the Miniſtry, who would never 
have thought on that Way of Life, had they been born 
to the Half of his Incomes. 
If then in the Conſtruction of Charity the deprived 
Miniſters muſt be regarded as Men who have ſincerely 
devoted themſelves to ſerve the Intereſts of Mankind, by 
publiſhing the Goſpel of Heaven ; and if one of them in 
particular has given ſtronger Proofs of his Sincerity this 
Way than many of your Brethren ; then it may be ſaid, 
That their refuſing to withdraw a Proteſt even againſt the 
Sentence of the ſupreme Court, which has no Part of Di- 
vine Revelation for its Object, cannot be ſuch Reaſon for 
tarning them out of the Church as its wiſe Author will 
approve of ? I freely own, I have been long in Uſe to 
think, that if Jeſus Chriſt be the alone King, and Head, 
and Law-giver of his Church, it muſt unavoidably follow, 
that no Member of that Society can be cut off, agreeably 
to his Will, except for the ſole Cauſe of tranſgreſſing his 
Laws ; and hence to diveſt Men of an Office which they 
have from Chriſt, in Conſequence of their proteſting againſt 
Cenſures inflicted for the Tranſgreſſion of mere Church- 
Laws, appears to me a real Uſurpation of the incommu- 
nicable Right of Chriſt to be the only Lord and Law- 
giver to his Church: And you know, Sir, this is what 
you attempted, when you gave it for your Judgment that 
they a to be depoſed. The Caſe to me 1s evident toa 
Demonſtration. 

The ſame View of the Relation in which Jeſus ſtands to 


His People and Church, will evince the ſecond Part of the 


Commiſſion's Sentence, which inhibits all the Miniſters of 
zhis Church to maintain Miniſterial Communion with the 
deprived Miniſters, to be no lefs iniquous: And, were I 
Here to enter upon a particular Conſideration of this Point, 
many Things might come into Account ; but I ſhall only 
obſerve, That it will be allowed to be Chriſt's expreſs 


in the ſtricteſt Communion together. When therefore any 
Church inhibites her Members ro maintain Minifterial 
aud Chriſtian Communion with ſuch as cannot be 
charged with either renouncing the Doctri nes or tranſ- 
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ſelf other Limits of Communion than Chrift ha 
fGxed, and hedges herſelf up within theſe Limits, but 
is guilty of the moſt hainous Iniquity, by injoining Men 
to live in a direct Contradiction to that Law of Love and 
Friendſhip. The Scriptures ſpeak with a good deal of 
Severity againſt removing the Land.marks of Men; What 
then ſhall we ſay of changing theſe which the ſupreme 
Lawgiver has eſtabliſhed? The Sin is ſtill the greater in 
the preſent Caſe, when the Men, from whom all muſt ſe- 
parate, are Perſons of unblemiſhed Lives, and caſt out 
of the Communion of the Church for Trifles; while 
others, who live in open Hoſtility to the known Laws of 
Chriſt, and are not ſo much as viſible Chriſtians (viſible 
Subjection and viſible Rebellion being Oppoſites) are en- 
tertained and cajoll'd in it. It is this that makes the 
Church loſe the Savour of the great Things of the Goſpel, 
and transforms her from a ſpiritual Society, inliven'd, 
acted and governed by the Spirit of Chriſt, ' into a mere 
carnal Thing like the reſt of the World. But I muſt 
flop ſhort on this Subjecł, left I be called upon to give 
over M him aud Cant, and ſpeak intelligibly. 

1 now paſs on to draw a Compariſon betwixt their Guilt 
and that of ſome other of our Miniſters who have © 
late appeared under the Character of Authors, that you 
may take this Occaſion to reflect on the Impartiality of 
your Conduct. I ſhall inſtance only in two; | 

And I begin with the Reply which the Miniſter of 
Mat (now in Edinburgh) thought proper to give to a 
Letter directed to him, concerning the poſitive Inſtituti- 
ons of Chriſtianity : You know, the Occaſion which gave 
Riſe to this Debate was, Your Reverend and Ingenuous 
Fellow-presbyter publiſked a Sermon he had preached be- 
fore the Synod o Drumfries, intituled, The Regard due to 
Revelation, and to Pretences to it, conſidered; with a Prefuce, 
containing Remarks on Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. 
In this Sermon he endeavours to ſhow, againſt the Deiſts, 
" That Reaſon is not (as he phraſes it) ſuch a ſufficient 
2 Faculty, as that it can yield a full Inſtruction in Mat- 
© ters of Religion, and concerning a future State: Sec 
« P. 9, 10, 11. For ſuppoſing ( ſays be) that Reaſon is 
" able to inſtruct us in all other Things, ſtill it leaves us 
— 0D Loſs in this one, which is of the greateſt Momen* 
bo and in which we ſtand in Need of the greateſt Cert-' 
ty, to wit, How God will deal with Sinners, or 
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on: 3 
* as in many Inftances have acted a vitious and unreaſo- 
** nable Part: What muſt be done in the Caſe of Guilt, 
* 15 a Queſtion at the ſame Time of the greateſt Impor- 
© tance, yet not to be determined by Reaſon ; for here 
% Reaſon is at a Stand, p. 11. and therefore, whatever 
Conjectures we may form about it, we can never by our 
« Reaſoning attain to any Certainty in the Caſe. A De- 
« iſt may fancy to himſelf, that a Being of ſo much 
« Goodneſs, c. will not be rigorous, &c, but it is evi- 
« dent, to ſpeak the moſt favoyrably of this Scheme, it is 
nothing but Conjecture, and we may form Conjectures 
on the other Side: In ſhort, the Man who thinks he 
can determine by his Reaſoning, how God will deal 
with the Guilty, and fancies it needleſs there ſhould be 
any Revelation about it, acts much like a Rebel, who 
is for finding out by Reaſon, how his Prince is to deal 
© with him.“ 

In Anſwer to all this, the Letter-writer, p. 18. endea- 
vours, among other Things, to prove, 

If, That what your Reverend Brother Mr. Wallace 
calls a Conjecture, is really, and in a ſtrict Account, a 
Demonſtration, if the Uſe of that Name may be admit- 
* ted in Morality ; and that we need no other Aſſurance, 
6 - = can receive any greater, than what Reaſon affords, 

C. 

2aly, * That the Perſwaſion of the Pardon of Sin upon 
Repentance, which is attainable by the Uſe of Reaſon, 
is equally certain with that of the Divine Goodneſs ; 
that, if the one be conjectural, fo is the other.” 

zaly, “ And conſequently, that the Belief of any Reve- 
* Jation whatſoever cannot poſſibly contain a greater Degree 
of Certainty,” | : 

Now, inſtead of entring into the Reaſoning of this Wri- 
ter on theſe Subjects, which would be foreign to my Deſign, 
I chuſe rather to conſider the Effect of it upon your Reve- 
rend Brother. You'll obſerve then, that, p. 43, 44, 455 Oc. 
of his Reply to the Author of the Letter, he confeſſes, 
„ That, if we have no Revelation, it is the moſt natural 
** Concluſion, that God will pardon ſuch as truly repent : 
* Hence be adds, If any Thing I had ſaid were contrary 
** to this, I would fairly retract it. And moſt certatnly, 
what he ſaid in his Sermon, is contrary to this: Hence be 
&cknowledges, . That there is indeed one Paſſage in which 
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« not expreſt myſelf ſo accurately as I ſhonld have 
« 3 4 3 be when I aſſert, That it is but a 
& Coajecture that God will pardon on Repentance, and 
« that we may form Conjectures on the other Side, I 
« ought to have diſtinguiſhed betwixt what God will do 
immediately upon our Repentance, and what he may be 
te ſuppoſed to do afterwards: For indeed, adds be, it ap- 
&« pearsto me to be a very natural Concluſion, That, if we 
ic repent and reform, God will pardon at laſt; But I can- 
te not ſee a greater Probability, that he will do this imme- 
« diately upon our Repentance, or immediately after 
« Death : I think we are abſolutely uncertain as to the 
« Time; and therefore, as this of Neceſſity muſt make 
tc us anxious, fo there is a Neceſſity of a Revelation to 
&« free us from this Anxiety (to wit, the Anxiety that muſt 
te ariſe from the ſuppoſed Cocerndery as to the Time) and 
& to declare the Counſels of Heaven concerning the Guil- 
«c y® 

To bring all this Home to the Defign in Hand, here is a 
Reverend Brother of yours, who openly publiſhes to the 
World, that a Divine Revelation is neceſſary, not to tell us 
that God will pardon the Penitent, for this (ſays he)is a very 
natural Concluſion from the Light of Nature and Reaſon ; 
but Divine Revelation is neceſſary to fix and ſettle this Cir- 
cumftance, viz. the Time when God will pardon the Pe- 
nitent; and to free us from the Anxiety that muſt ariſe 
from the Uncertainty that Reaſon leaves us in as to this 
Point: We have no Need of Revelation for the firſt, but on- 
iy for the laſt. 

If this Doctrine, in Connection with the other Things 
neceſſarily involved and implied in it, ſtand not, in a di- 
ametrical Oppoſition to that Plan of Divinity contain- 
ed in the Scriptures, and laid down in your publick Stan- 
dards, nay, if it be not giving up all that any Deiſt needs 
ask ; Words are in vain, and we can be ſure of nothing : 
And yer, Sir, you concurred in a Call from the City of 
Edinburgh to this Reyerend Brother ; and, if I miſtake nor, 
you live daily in Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion 
with him. You were not only for depriving and turning 
out of the Church, but even for depoling from the Mini- 
ſterial Office, Men, blameleſs in their Lives, uſeful in 
their Congregations, Ranch in their Adherence to your 
| Felon: Standards; while you cherefully received as your 
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14 
ly proclaimed to the World, that we want not a Divine 
Revelation to tell us, That God will pardon the Penitent 
for this, ſays he, is a very natural Concluſion; but only to 
fix the Time when the Pardon will be granted. And 
hence the Neceſſity of Revelation is gloriouſly evinced. 

After what I have repreſented from this Author, whom, 

by the da 4 I regard as an ingenuous and candid Wri- 
ter, you will not be ſurprized to find him, p. 5 of his Re- 
ply, ſaying, [cannot ſee the Neceſſity of ſuppoſing the Inſpira- 
rion of the ſacred Writings, in order to not. tte Chriſtian 
Scheme againſt the Deiſts. — One of your Penetration 
muſt ſee, that this and other Noſtrums of this Author are 
directly contrary to the Doctrine of the New Teſtament, 
when taken even in a greater Latitude than your publick 
Standards will allow. 
The other Reverend Author I mention to you is, Mr. 
Avchibald Campbell S. T. P. Regius Profeſſor of Church- 
hiſtory at St. Andrecus; you will be able to judge, if what 
he advances has a favourable Aſpect on genuine Chriſtiani- 
ty, when once I have put you in Mind, that, in his En- 
quiry into the Origine of moral Virtue, he would perſwade 
the World, that reaſonable Creatures neither ſhould nor 
poſſibly can elicite one Act of Religion or Virtue from 
any higher Origine or Principle than Love to themſelves, 
or > any higher End than to promote their own Self- inte- 
reſt. 

Certainly this, which he ſo warmly contends for through 
the whole of that Book, is by no Means conſiſtent with the 
Doctrine of your Standards, which you Miniſters ſo ſo- 
lemnly declare to be founded on Divine Revelation, par- 
ticularly Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 16. Sect. 2, ). 

The ſame Gentleman has newly revived and adopted a 
Socinian Tenet, in that he denies that the Light of natural 
Reaſon, withour Revelation, diſcovers the Exiftence of 
God, or any of his Divine Attributes; conſequently de- 
nies, that there is any ſuch Thing at all among Men, but 
what one Way or other proceeds from ſupernatural Reve- 
lation. This is the Scope of his Latine akon: De vani- 
ate luminis natura. 6 | 

You know, Sir, the Uſe the Socinians make of this Hy- 
potheſis, and how they gloſs the Scriptures uſually addu- 
ced to prove natural Religion: What Agreement there is 
between * Profefinr and them in this Matter, ee yo 
to judge, by comparing Socinus his PreleGGions 2. al 
to judge, by comporing Fre. 2 Oftorodius 


(- Is 
1s his Inſtitut. Cap. 1. with the Prefnce to the ſecond 
An 17 C—— ＋ Enquiry, where he ſays, „The 
very Truths and Principles of Natural Religion, at leaſt 
c rhele upon which it is founded, and without which it 
« cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt, that are to be found in Heathen 
« Philoſophers, are not the Diſcoveries of human Reaſon, 
« hut were all along handed down from one Generation 
« to another, and come N. ci from ſupernatural Re- 
« yelation: And in this Opinion ( adas he) I have the 
« Pleaſure to be aſſured I go along with the Apoſtle Paul, 
« when he declares, * That that which may be known of 
« God is manifeſt in them; for God has ſhewed, or did 
« plainly reveal it to them, in teaching them exprefly ; as 
“ One may likewife judge from Heb. xi. 3. that them- 
« ſelves, and all other Things, are his Workmanſhip. 
It cannot eſcape your Obſervation, that Profeſſor Camp. 
bell has hereby renounced the very firſt Sentence and Pro- 
ſition ot our Confeſſion of Faith, viz. That the Light of 
Nature, and the Works of Creation and Providence, do ſo far 
manifeſt the Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power of God, as to leave 
Men inexcuſable, &c. 

It is indeed myſterious what can be in the Matter, that, 
tho' the Profeſſor denies natural Religion in the Senſe it is 
ordinarily taken, yet he continues to ſpeak frequently of 
natural Religion as a Thing diſtinct from revealed, and is 
fo fond of that natural Religion, that he ſeriouſly recom- 
mends it, and the Study of Heathen Philoſophers, to young 
Divines, who have Views towards the holy Miniſtry ; 
and he tells them, That they will thereby, through the 
* Bleſſing of God, avoid Superſtition on the one Hand, 
and Infidelity on the other, and become real Bleflings 
* to Mankind, without Regard to Sect or Party, Pref. to 
« 2d Edit. of Eng. p. 22, 23.” And, in the Preface to his 
Diſcourſe, Proving that the Apoſtles were no Enthuſiaſts, 
P. 6. he ſays, © The Laws of Nature do ly obvious to the 
** Obſervation of every Man that enquires with Attention 
into the Nature of Things, and in themſelyes are a cer- 
** tain and ſufficient Rule to direct rational Minds to 
« Happineſs; and that our obſerving theſe Laws is the 
Means or Inſtrument of our real ew laſting Felicity.” 

Should the Profeſſor be able to reconcile this with his 
other Opinion already narrated, yet, ſure I am, it is of no 
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leſs dangerous Tendency to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity : 
For, if once it be * en that the Laws of Nature ly * 
vious to the Obſervation of every Man who enquires with 
Attention into the Nature of Things, and that theſe Laws 
are in themſelves a certain and ſufficient Rule to direct ra- 
tional Minds to Happineſs, I am afraid ſome will be apt 
to infer, that there is no rome Neceſſity of the Chriftian 
Revelation; And I appeal to you, if your Standards do 
not teach a greater Neceſſity of Chriſtianity than is juſt 
and well-grounded, were theſe Principles true. 

Thus, Sir, I have put an Opportunity into your Hands 
of reflecting upon the Impartiality of your Church's Con- 
duct, by comparing at your Leiſure the Tenets of theſe 
Reverend Writers, with the real or ſuppoſed Guilt of the 
deprived Miniſters; and I hope you will take into Conſi- 
deration, not ny the Severity with which the latter 
have been treated, but the extraordinary Good-Jiking 
which has been ſhown to the former, and the conſpicuous 
Stations to which they have been lately advanced, as a Re- 
ward of their bad Attempts to new- model your Doctrine. 


And, as the Preſs hath a happier Influence than the Pulpit 


to ſpread theſe wiſe Diſcoveries, let not even this eſca 
your Notice; begging Pardon for uſing ſo much Free- 
dom, I take Leave of this Part of my Subject. 

I goon to offer ſome Conſiderations on the Method of 
planting vacant which of late has obtained 
2 us, and of which you are ſo ſtrenuous a Defen- 


er. 

The Nation, Sir, is by this Time very ſenſible, that, 
in planting vacant Chiurches, the People are now intirely 
neglected and diſregarded. I am not here to enter into 
any Diſquiſition about the Intereſt the People ought to have 
in the Election of their ſpiritual Guides, but ſhall conſi- 
der the Matter merely in a political View, and with Re- 
gard to the Support of our Intereſt as Presbyterians, or as 
a ſeparate Body of Men; and muſt frankly confeſs, I can 
imagine nothing more imprudent, in the preſent Circum- 
ſtances at leaſt, than ſuch a total Neglect and Diſregard of 
_ Populace in the Election of Miniſters, as is now in 

©. 

It is certain, that plain People of low Education and 
vulgar Taſte, who are Strangers to the Refinements of 
Learning and Politeneſs, do conſtitute at leaſt nineteen 


Parts in twenty of moſt of our Congreations, aud are gene- 


rally 
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rally the Supports of the Congregations they belong to by 
their Attendance. Now, to ſpeak run I apprehend 1t 
is chiefly thoſe that make you Presbyterian Miniſters con- 
ſiderable to many who have ho Regard at all to your reli- 
gious Principles; for, to the Bulk of Mankind, there 1s 
ſomething in the very Idea of a large Place, and a crow- 
ded Audience, which ſtrikes the Thought, and ſecures a 
Society from that Contempt which might fall upon it, if 
they appeared but as an Handfub of Men. As this is the 
Caſe, as Numbers make our Intereſt confiderable, and as 
theſe Numbers are principally to be found among the 
common People; I know nothing more deſtructive to our. 
Intereſt as Presbyterians, than a Neglect, a Contempt of 
the People in the Particular under Confideration : Such a 
Contempt and Neglect of them muſt neceſſarily be atten- 
ded with the Loſs of your Intereſt in them ; And, when 
this is gone, I would fain know what muſt become either 
of you or them. As for them, I imagine the moſt Part 
will grow indifferent to all Religion (as too many of them 
are already) and ſeldom appear in any Place of Divine 
Worſhip ; and others, of a warmer and more reſolute 
Temper, will find out Ways to make Miniſters uneaſy. If 
they can get rid of you no other Way, they will draw off 
to Neighbouring Congregations, or form new Socicties, and 
chuſe Miniſters agreeable to their own Taſte, who may pro- 
bably think it their Intereſt and Prudence to maintain and 
inflame their Reſentments : And thus our common Intereſt 
as Presbyterians muft moulder and crumble away by our 
frequent Diviſions and Animoſities; and you Miniſters, 
' who, by your Contempt of the People, are the Occaſion of 
theſe Diviſions, ſhall have the publick Honour of ruinin 
the Cauſe you undertook to ſupport : For the Generality 0 
People, who never reaſon accurately, will readily conclude, 
it was ruined by you, if it fink under your Care; tho' you, 
Sir, ſhould be ſo complaiſant as to ſay, It fell by the Ob- 
ſtinacy and Perverſneſs of a People unworthy of any One's 
Study to pleaſe, and by the ſeditious Practice of ſome Mi- 
niſters unworthy the Honour, the Liberty and Privilege of 
miniſtr ing to any Chriſtian Congregation. 5 | 
But fry $6 Sir, you will tell me, That Miniſters need 
not be afraid of any ſuch diſmal Conſequences ; for, tho- 
ſome of the loweſt of your Auditors ſhould be loft, you 
will gain over others to fill up their Places, in a Manner 
more agrecable to yourſelyes, and more honourable” to 
TT 2 your 
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your Cauſe in the Eyes of the World. Many Gentlemen 

how of the Epiſcopal Communion, and in the Facobite In- 
tereſt, when they obſerve the riſing Generation of Mini- 
ſters to be addicted to the Study of Learning and Polite» 
neſs, and when they find themſelves inveſted by a Deed of 
the Church with the Right of chuſing Miniſters to Va- 
cancies, will, by theſe Means, not only be brought to a 
better Liking of us than formerly, bur alſo to join with us 
in Communion, when they find our Churches filled with 
Miniſters of their own chuſing, and with Miniſters agree- 
able to their own Taſte and Reliſh, I ſhall perhaps ſur- 
prize you, when I fay, I would not be much charmed 
with ſuch a Propoſal, were it ever ſo practicable, were 
the Proſpect of Succeſs ever ſo fair; which yet I can by 
no Means allow to be the Caſe: 'The Gentlemen ſpoke of are 
ſuppoſed to withdraw from our Communion, ; not upon 
Principles of Conſcience, or an Apprehenſion of our be- 
ing Schiſmaticks, &c. nor to conſult Conſcience in the 
Choice of religious Aſſemblies, but to act from very diffe- 
rent Motives; And, are the People to be neglected and 
diſpi ited, with a View to bring over theſe Gentlemen 

or to make other Proſelytes of their Rank, Character and 
Tafte ? Some of them may, perhaps, now and then make 
an occaſional Viſit to our Aſſemblies for their Amuſement, 
as they frequent the Theatre; but ſurely they can never 
be depended upon as the Support of an Intereſt: And, 
whatever may be your Opinion, I cannot help thinking, 
an honeſt Mechanick, Farmer or Day-labourer, who at- 
tends the Church from a religious Principle, is a much 
more honourable and generous Creature, and deſerves 
much greater Reſpe& from a Chriſtian Minifter, than 
ſach Gentlemen with all their real or ſuppoſed LETS 
and Politeneſs : In the Sight of God, I am ſure, you wil 

allow that it is ſo. — 

I have now conſidered the Matter in a political View, 
and endeavoured to ſhow, merely from prudential Conſi - 
derations, thar the preſent Way of planting vacant Con- 
gregations tends directly to the Prejudice, to the Ruin of 
our Intereſt, as Presbyterians. And I might here ſuggeſt, 
That the Frame of the Aſſembly's Act, the Foundation of 
ſuch a Procedure, is no leſs unpolitical with reſpect to 
the preſent Government of the State, and moſt deſtructive 
of our Intereſt, as the Members of Civil Society, under 
the Protection of our moſt gracious Sovereign: For, not to 
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repeat what hath been ſaid, I mean its lodging in a great 
Meaſure the Power of electing Miniſters in the Hands of 
his avowed Enemies; not to mention this, I ſay, all of 
us are certain, that the Populace imagining ſome of its 
Reverend Compilers to be under the Management ot cer. 
tain great Men now at the Helm of Affairs, hence they con- 


clude, that the Act hath not been framed without their Ad- 


vice and Direction, which naturally inſpires them with Ha- 
tred and Reſentment againſt ſuch; and this growing intoRage 
and Fury, vows Revenge upon one Perſon after another, 
until it even reach the Throne itſelt: However unjuſt the 
Progreſſion, altho* not to be formed without a wretched 
Chain of Reaſoning, yet ſome how or other it hath en- 
tred the vulgar Mind And becauſe, methinks, no true 
Friend to our happy Eſtabliſhment would willingly do 
what might lay a Foundation for increaſing our preſent 
Diſorders, I ſhall therefore gladly ſuppoſe, that this Con- 


ſequence did not appear to our Reverend Projectors; and 
'now, that it does, allow me to hope they will uſe their 
unted Endeavours to quench the Flame which they have 


kindled without Deſign ; eſpecially conſidering, that Reli- 
gion furniſhes us with many Conſiderations to the preſent 
Purpoſe, of much greater Importance than any which can 
ariſe from merely political Views of Things. 

Moſt certainly, there is a Dignity and a Glory in every 
rattonal Creature and immortal Soul, which muſt recom-- 
mend it to the Wiſe and the Good, tho' it may be deſtitute 
of the Ornaments of Education, or ſpendid Circumſtances 


in Life. Let us think of it in irs loweſt Ebb of Fortune, 
or even of Character, as ſtill the Offspring and Image of 


the Great Father of Spirits, and as the Purchaſe of redee- 
ming Love; let us conſider what an Influence its Temper 
and Conduct may have, at leaſt on the Happineſs of ſome 
little Circle of human Creatures, with whom Providence 
has linked it in Kindred, in Friendſhip, or in Intereſt ; 
and eſpecially, let us conſider what it may become in the 
gradual Brightnings and Improvements of the eternal 


State; let us, Sir, ſeriouſly dwell on ſuch Reflections as 


theſe, too obvious to be overlooked, yet too important to 
be forgot, _ and we ſhall find a thouſand Arguments con- 
currwg to inſpire Miniſters of the Goſpel with ſuch a Re- 
gard or the People, as will, in my Apprehenſion of 
hings, neceſſarily lead them to lay, Thar there cannot 

a More notorious Lording it over them, or a more fla- 

| C 2 grant 
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grant Exercifing the Lordſhip and Dominion of the Gen- 
tiles, than by ſpiritual Penalties (ternporal ones not bein 

in your Power) to ſtake them down, whether willing or un- 
willing, under the Rule and Government of a particular 
Minifler ; obliging them, poor belpleſs Pecple, to acquieſce 
in him, and commit themſelves to his Power, whether 
they apprehend him fit for the Truſt not. And, can you, 
Sir, think, that this is nowiſe contrary to the Mind of Chriſt } 
J hope you will not ſay ſo; and yet, unreaſonable, un- 
chriſtian as it is, it is of late become too cuſtomary in the 
Church, the main Body of ſome Chriſtian Congregations 
being cut off from Church-Privileges, unleſs they'll re- 
ceive them from the Hands of one that is obtruded upon 
them, or procure from him a Liberty to repair to others 
for them. If it be an Advantage for Children to be 
baptized ; and if, by the Law ot Chriſt, they are intitled 
to this N , © Is it juſt, or is it Chriſtian, to make their 
Enjoyment of it to depend upon the judgment of the Pa- 
rent's agreeing with the Judgment of a particular Mini- 
Ker, or upon their Compliance or Non-compliance with 
mere Church Canons and Appointments ? Again, whofe 
is the Table at the holy Communion ? Is it the Lord's 
Table, or is it the Table of a Party of Men ? If it be 
the Lord's, then certainly it ought to be free to his 
GazRPts, i. e. to ſuch as make a viſible and credible Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity ; and ſuch ought not to be debar'd 
for their Non-compliance with the Ordinances and Ap- 
pointments of Men. You will ſay, Thele Things are ne- 
ceflary for maintaining good Order and Government. 
Muſt then the moſt ſacred Inſtitutions of Chriſt be proſti- 
tute to the baſe and ignoble Service of being imployed as 
Tools to ſupport the Power and Authority of Church- 
men? Shametul Proſtitution! O my Soul, enter not thou into 


Ebbe ir Secyets. 


To complete my Deſign, I ſhall make the two fol- 
Jowing Kemarks upon the Narrative, &c. which ſeem to 
me ſufficient to gie a View of the State of the whole 
Matter contained ia it, ſufficient to ſet its Reaſonings in a 
clear Light. | | 

Firſt, then, T would obſ:rye, That it is the plain 2 
of the Narrative-quriters to perſwade Mankind, that t 
Synod, and after them the Aſſembly, ordain'd Mr. Erskine 

to be rebuked only for the 83. A Expreſſions vented 


Þ his Sermpp, tending to diturb the Peace aug the goof 
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Order of this Church *; not for any Heterodoxy in Do- 
ctrine, but for railing againſt his Brethren, and the inde- 
cent Manner of a, his Sentiments concerning the 
Acts of Aſſembly, particularly the Act 1732; never in the 
Icaſt intending to debar him or any other Miniſter from te- 
ſtifying and bearing Witneſs againſt the ſaid Act on all 
raper Occaſions. 

Was this the Caſe, 1 believe few would attempt to chal- 
lenge the Proceedings of your Church, and I ſhould be 
the laſt Man who would call the Equity and Reaſonable- 
neſs of their Conduct in queſtion, I know no wife Man 
would adhere tenaciouſly to Modes of ſpeaking, which 
might occaſion Difturbance in the Society of which he is 
a Member, when allowed to expreſs the Truth in other 
Terms equally ſignificant: And who would not find Fault 
with the Miniſter who proteſts againſt his Mother-church, 
while ſhe diſtinguiſhes between the Matter and Manner of 
his Sermon, condemning only the latter? «© No Body (to uſe 
ce the Words of the Narrative) will refuſe, that the utte- 
« ring of indeceut Expreſſions by a Miniſter anywhere, 
much more in the Pulpit, and ftill more on ſuch a pu- 
L blick Occaſion, not only againſt Miniſters, but the Judt- 
4 catories af this Church, even the higheſt, intending to 
* diſturb the good Order and Peace thereof, is contrary to 
* the Word of God.” 

I ſuppoſe, Sir, this will be generally allowed; but it hap- 
pensa little unlucky for the Honour of the Church, and the 
 Credir of the Narrative-writers, that the Repreſentation 

they give of the Matter is by no Means fair and juſt, and 
that Mr. Erakine was actually condemned, not only for 
indecent Expreſſions, but on Account of the Matter which 
chele contained. As I reſide not within the Bounds of 
the Synod of Perth and Stirling, nor had Acceſs to know 
the Reaſonings of the Members of it; and my Circum- 
ſtances, as a private Man, bearing no Part of any Judica- 
tory whatſoever, obliged me to mind my own Affairs more 
than what paſt in a Synod ſo remote: But che Aſſembly's 
own Act in Relation to Mr. Ersbine, of the Date Hay 1 5. 
1733, puts what I have juſt now advanced beyond all Que- 

ion. I need not inform you, Sir, that, in the Preamble 
ro the Aſſembly's Sentence, appointing him to be rebuked, 
* 15 Expreſt in direct Words, „That the Synod fouud 
| x Ground 
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* Ground to cenſure him on Account of ſeveral indecent 
« E ions, and impugning ſeveral Acts of Aſſembly 
ce PROCEEDINGS. of the Church-judicato- 
te ries, which the Aſſembly having conſidered, they 
ie approve the Synod's Sentence, and appointed him to be 
« rebuked. Can Words, Sir, make it plainer, than 
that the Aſſembly ſuppoſed the Synod to have challepged 
Mr. Er:kine, not only on Account of indecent Expreſſions, 
but for maintaining certain Things to be Truths which 
were oppolite to Acts of Aſſembly, and for «condemning 
the Procedure of this Church? Or, can there be any 
Doubt, that they who declare their Approbation of the 
Synod's Proceedings, and confirm their Sentence, by infli- 
ting the ſame Cenſure, did it on the ſame Grounds ? 
Sure, Sir, you will never ſuppoſe, that, by the Account gi- 
ven in this Act of Aſſembly of the Synod's Conduct, no- 
thing more 1s meant by theſe Phraſes [They appointed 
4 him to be rebuked for ſeveral indecent Raped 

te tered by him in a Sermon, &c. and impugning ſeveral 
« Acts of the Afembly ;”] than this, They rebuked him 
only for the indecent Manner in which he attacked certain 


Acts of Aſſembly; which he might have done with Im- 


punity, if his Words had been well choſen ; and ſhown, 
if he could, the Injuſtice of them in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
rovided they were decent. You can never ſuppoſe this, 
cauſe theſe Phraſes eontain two diſtinct Branches of 
the Charge; nor can you imagine, that, while the Aſſem- 
bly approves the Synod's Procedure, and appoints Mr. 
Erikine to be rebuked, without the leaſt Inſinuation of t heir 
Diſſatisfaction with the Synod's Conduct, that their Deſign 
was to approve of the Synod, only in ſo far as they cenſu- 
red him for the indecent Manner of Expreſſion, but not 
to juſtity their finding Fault with the Things themſelves. 
Cenainly, Sir, you will never admit either of theſe Ex- 
plications, ſo contrary to the plain and natural Meaning of 
the Words; and yet, unleſs one or other be true, both 
Synod and Aſſembly condemn Mr. Erakine for the Matter 
of his Sermon, as well as the Manner in which it 1s ex- 
preſſed. What then ſhall the World think of the fair 
State of the Proceedings of the Judicatories given us in 
the Narrative, where we are toid, That certain Modes of 
ſpeaking were all the Quarrel; That the Ground of the 
dynod's Quarrel was, (That Mr. Erskine had emitted * 
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* xpreſſions in his Sermons ; That their Cenſure was 
« m_ pond for any Heterodoxy in Doctrine, but for 
« railing and declaiming againſt the Church and his Bre- 
« threy; and that the General Aſſembly, who took up 
« their Cauſe, appointed him ro be rebuked for the offen- 
« ſiye Expreſhons vented in his Sermon, ure to dis 
« ſturb the Peace and good Order of this Church.“ | 

It is Pity, Sir, that you or ſome other of the Narrative- 
Writers had not been preſent in the Synod ere they paſt 
their Sentence ; then could you have informed them for 
what Reaſon they were going to cenſure Mr. Erkine, and 
adviſed them to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Matter of his Ser- 
mon, and the Manner of expreſſing himſelf; which would 
have happily prevented the Diſſent of the Brethren, who 
demanded this Diſtinction to be made, and by no Meang 
pretended to vindicate his particular Modes of Expreſſi- 
on: But the Synod, being deſtirute of ſuch wiſe Counſel, 
refuſed the Demand, and ſtated the Vote in general, Cen- 
ſurable or not? Which could not but inſinuate, at leaft 
into weak Minds, that ſomething more than mere Words 
were worthy to be condemned in his Sermon, And, is it 
not greater Pity, that, when the Aſſembly fo far miſunder- 
ſtood the Synod, as to dream that they had found Ground 
to cenſure him, on Account of ſeveral indecent Expreſ- 
ſions, and impugning ſeveral Acts of Aſſembly; and when 
they approved of the ſame, and appoint him, in Conſe- 
gu” of it, to be rebuked at their own Bar; Is it not 

ity, that you did not then inform the Aſſembly, that 
the Ground of the Synod's Sentence was not his impugni 
Acts of Aſſembly, but the uttering of indecent 3 
ſions; and that when the Aſſembly itſelf adminiſtred a Re- 
buke, it was only upon this Account? Of how great Uſe 
had ſuch an Explication been? It had at once prevented 
all the unhappy Conſequences that have ſince 1 Place 
in Relation to this Affair, while it would have removed 
the very Ground upon which Mr. Erikine's Proteſt was 
built; for he having the Misfortune with others to be- 
lieve, that when he was cenſured for indecenc Expreſſions, 
and impugning Acts of Aſſembly, that he was actually con- 


demned for the one as well as the other proteſts purely on 
Account of the latter, as follows; ; . 


Altho' I have a great and dutiful Regard to the Ju- 
> dicatoric of this Church, to whom I own my Sabel. 
— ; ; «6 on 
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« on in the Lord; yet in Reſpect the Aſſembly have 
« found me cenſurable, and have tendered a Rebuke and 
« Admonition to me, for Things I conceive agreeable to; 
« and founded upon, the Word of God, and cur ap- 
ec proven Standards; I find myſelf obliged to proteſt a- 
c gainſt the foreſaid Cenſure, as importing that I have 
et in my Doctrine, at the pg ang, Fog the Synod of Perth, 
C October laſt, departed from the Word of God and the 
« foreſaid Standards; and that I ſhall be at Liberty to 
« preach the ſame Truths of God, and to teftify againſt 
« the ſame, or like Defections of this Church, upon all 
« proper Occaſions. And I do hereby adhere unto the 
« rehimony I have formerly emitted againſt the Act of 
« Aſſembly 1732, whether in the Proteſt entred againſt it 
© in open Aſſembly, or yet in ry Synodical Sermon; cra- 
« ying this yr ef 5a and Declaration be inſert in the 


*« Records of the Aſſembly, and that I be allowed Extracts 
* thereof,” 


In all this Proteſt there is not one Word importing his 
Diſſatisfaction with the Aſſembly, for finding Fault with 
his Method of Speaking; On the contrary, one with half 
an Eye may ſee, that it plainly proceeded from an Appre- 
henfion, that the Aſſembly, by their Rebuke, deſigned to 
deter Minifters from teſtifying againſt Acts of Aſſembly, . 
however unjuſt, Thus ſays he. In reſpe& 
« the Aſſembly have tendered a Rebuke to me for Things,” 
(nor Words.) Accordingly, what he pleads for 1s, a Liber- 
to preach the Truths of God, to teſtify againſt the De- 
ections of the Church; and is ſo far from a tenacious Ad- 
Herence to Forms of Speech, that he never once mentions 
His Synodical Sermon, bur as it contains a Teſtimony againſt 
the Act of Aſſembly 1732. Had I not then good Rea- 
on to ſay, That, if the Aſſembly deſigned no other Thing 
but to rebuke him for Modes of Speaking, this was the 
moſt proper Time to have told him ſo much, and would 
at once happily have determined the whole Affair? Then 
might you have informed him how much he miſtook the 
Aſſembly's Defign, that all Liberty was allowed him to 
teſtify againſt ſuch Acts, and that the Sentence proceeded 
only from his unguarded offenſive Expreſſions ; But when, 
Inſtead of this, he's ordained to appear before the Commiſ- 
ſion in Auguſt thereafter, to retract his Proteſt, and ſhow his 
' Borrow for the ſame ; and, in Caſe he did not, that Corte 


_ {( 5 

miſſion is appointed to ſuſpend a from the Exerciſc of 
his Miniſtry. Is it poſſible to believe, when this is the 
Caſe, that they had no Deſign to reſtrain him from ven- 
ting ſuch Things as he had afſerted in his Sermon, but on- 
ly to reform the Dreſs in which they were clothed ? Is he 
called to be ſorry for a Proteſt taken that he may have 
Liberty to teſtify againft ſuch Acts of Aflem|:ly as that 
in 1732, to retra& the ſame, or ſuffer a ſever. Puntſh- 
ment by that very Aſſembly, who does not think him 
Blame-worthy on * of ſuch Teſtimonies, nor chal- 
lenges his Conduct in that Reſpect ? 

1 am afraid, Sir, in this Age, wherein there is ſuch a 
Decay of Chriſtian Charity, Men will be more apt to be- 
lieve that the Synod and Aſſembly cenſured him for his 
Doctrine as well as Expreſſion, and that the aſſerting the 
the latter to be the ſole Ground of their Sentence, is the 
After-contrivance of the Navrative-Iriters, who probably 
had too great an Hand in framing the Act, and now find 
themſelves at a Lots to vindicate their Conduct. And I 
perſwade myſelf, no ſmall Number of the laſt Aſſembly, 
who voted on the fame Side of the Queſtion, will have the 
Ingenuity to own, that the Narrative-Mriters have miſre- 
preſented the Aii-mbly's Deſign, and heartily concur with 
them; while in the Preface they ſay, That the Re- 
« flections and Obſervations of the Narrative are the pri- 
$ vate Reaſonings of the tew concerned in drawing up 
the State; and that for theſe, not the Commiſſion, nor 
% any Judicatories, but they only are anſwerable.“ 

Allow me, Sir, before I diſmiſs the Matter in Hand, to 
ask one Queſtion; If Mr. &rskine was condemned only 
for Words, how comes it about that Matters Hilſon and 
Moncrieff were laid under the fame Cenſure, who directly 
own that they cannot juſtity his Modes of Expreſſion ? 

This, Sir, you find in the 5th Reaſon of Diſſent. It in- 
deed ſurprizes you Narrative-Mxiters, how then theſe Bre- 
thren cauld diſſent from the Synod's Sentence, which con- 
demned only Words: And you are willing to ſolve the 
Myftery, by ſuppoſing that the Diſſenter make a Diſtinction 
betwixt unjuſtifiable Modes of Expreſſion, and indecent 
Expreſſions deſerving Cenſure. But you might have ſa- 
ved yourſelves the Trouble of this important Diſcovery, 

d you been pleaſed to read their whole Reafon of Diſ- 
ſent, which I now prefent you with: Wie diſſent from 
** (fay they) and proteſt againſt the Sentence of the Synod, 

| SE « finding 
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F finding Mr. Erskine cenſurable for ſome indecent Ex- 
« preſſions emitted by him in his Sermon at the Opening 
« of the ſaid Synod, becauſe we ſaw that the great Thing 
*« which ſtuck with the Synod in this Matter, and deter- 
* mined them to find Mr. Erskine cenſurable, was his ha- 
te ving ſpoken in his Sermon againſt the Act of Aſſembly 
4 1752, anent Planting vacant Congregations: For, tho 
te we will not pretend to juſtify every particular Mode of Ex- 
e preſſion uſed by Mr. Erakine on this Head; Yet to find 
** him cenſurable for declaring his Mind againſt that Act 
* upon ſuch an Occaſion, appears to us a Precedent of ſo 
« dangerous a Nature and Tendency, as we judge ourſelves 
* bound in Duty to teſtify againſt. ** | 
Here, Sir, is no nice Diſtinction betwixt unjuſtifiable Modes 
of Expreſſion, and indecent Expreſſions deſerving Cen- 
ſure, that one can ſcarce diſcern the Difference ; but a plain 
Account of the Matter, That, altho* they do not juſtify his 
Modes of Speaking, yet they diſſent from the Synod, be- 
cauſe they apprehend ſomething more than mere Words, 
that Things themſelves are cenſured : And how good Rea- 
ſon they had to apprehend this to be the Synod's Deſign, 
judge ye, from what I have already ſaid ; particularly, that 
notwithſtanding the Motion made by the diſſenting Bre- 
thren, That the Synod ſhould diftinguiſh betwixt the Mat- 
ter contained in the ſeveral Propoſitions quarrelled in Mr. 
£rskine's Sermon, and the Manner in which they were ex- 
preſſed, the Synod refuſed to grant this reaſonable Re- 
queſt : And theſe Brethren cannot but now think they had 
a juſt View of the Affair, when they find the Aſſembly go- 
ing along with them, and declaring that the Synod had 
found Ground to cenſure him for impugning ſeveral Acts 
of Aſſembly. | | 
But, to come more cloſs to the preſent Queſtion, I ſhall 
allow for once, that the Synod and diſſenting Brethren 
were of one Mind, and that the Diſſent was of a very ex- 
traordinary Nature, in regard that the Synod condemned 
only what they themſelves owned unjuſtifiable ; Yet, 
whence is it, that Two of them are equally puniſhed with 
Mr. Erskine by the Aſſembly, which, according ra your 
Narrative, condemned him anly for Modes of Speech? Fa- 
tal Manner of Expreflion | The Man who uſes it muſt 
ſuffer, and they who declare they won't juſtify it, fell un- 
der the Laſh. As you find out a Reaſon for the diſſenting 
Brethrens Conduct, allaw me to ſuggeſt one for the * 
, 


ä 


bly's Procedure; I mean, That theſe Men muſt no more 
preach the Goſpel of Jeſus within this Church, becauſe, als 
tho' they did not juſtify Mr. Zrskme's Expreſſion, yet they 
might have done it. Highly reaſonable ! 

he Narrative hath given an Argument of a different 
Nature, and I doubt not but the World will own it to be 
equally concluſive : Pages 18. and 19. after ſome Reflecti- 
ons againſt Maſters J/lſon and Moncrieff, tor miſtaking the 
Deſign and Nature of a Diſſent, and the little Regard of 
theſe Brethren to the Peace and good Order of the Church, 
notwithſtanding of their Mildneſs to them; it ſubjoins 
their Adherence to Mr. Erikine's Proteſt : 

We underſubſcribing Miniſters, Diſſenters from the Synod 
of Perth and Stirling, do hereby adhere to the above Proteſt a- 
tion and Declaration (viz. of Mr. Erskine's) containing a Teſti- 
mony againſt the A of Aſſembly 1732, and aſſerting our 
Privilege and Duty to teſtify publickly againſt the ſame, of, 
#he like Defections, on all proper Occaſions. ; 

“Thus, ſays the Narrative, they carry on their Syno- 
* dical Diſſent to the Height of a Declaration of a War 
« againſt the Church, without any Call to it; and, without 
% any Neceſſity, have eſpouſed and adopted the cenſurable 
« Expreſſions of Mr. Erskine's Sermon, which they them= 
4% ſelves had owned they would not juſtify ; and fo juftly 
* fſubjected themſelves to the Cenſure of the Church, for 
„ ſupporting Mr: Erskine in his Modes of Speaking, which 
« they themſelves had in Effect condemned. | 

Except the Narrative-Mriters expect to deprive Men of 
their Judgments by the Vertue of mere Sounds, I cannor 
conceive how they ſhould imagine, that any Perſon would 
believe what is here alledged-to be a ſufficient Proof of 
theſe Brethrens having eſpouſed Mr. Erskine's cenſurable 
Expreſſions. They had formerly refuſed to vindicate 
them, and diſſented from the Synod only, becauſe they 
imagined his Doctrine was found Fault with: The Aſſem- 
bly approves of the Synod's Sentence; he fancies they re- 
buke him for Things which he taught agreeable to the 
Word of God; proteſts for Liberty to declare, what in 
Conſcience he was perſwaded was Truth, without conten- 
ding in the leaſt, as I have ſhown, for this or that Manner 
of Speech : To this Proteſtation they adhere, and have no 
Ground to conjecture what was their View of it, while they 
add, © Containing a Teſtimony againſt the Act 1732, and 
© aſlerting our Privilege and Duty to teſtify publickly 
8 | D 2 *« againſt 
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r againſt the ſame, or the like Defections, on all proper 
« Occaſions. What Conduct more conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves? Can any Thing be more unlike their eſpouſing the 
cenſurable Expteſſions of Mr. Ergkine's Sermon? Nay, 
ſhould we ſuppole the Aſſembly to have condemned him 
only for the Frame or Form of his Diſcourſe, and that 
his Proteſt againſt them was merely on this Account, the 
contrary of all which hath been made evident; In that 
Caſe, we might ha e pitied the Weakneſs, and lamented 
the m ſtaken Notions of theſe Brethren, but could never 
with the leaſt Juſtice conſider them as favouring his inde- 
cent Expreſſions, while it is evident they had a quite other 
View of the Matter, and adhere ro his Proteſt, becauſe 
they imagined the Deſign of it to be a Teſtimony againſt the 
Act of Aſſembly 1732. But the Narrative-Writers have 
told us the contrary; and that, by their Adherence to his 
Proteſt, * They have eſpouſed and adopted lis cenſurable 
& Expreſſions: ” And perhaps I ſhall be reckoned too 
bold ro call it in Queſtion. Certainly, as one ſays concer- 
ning the Church of Rome, their Inferences muſt be juſt and 
true, aliho' they by no Means follow from the Premiſſes. 
The Argument in the Narrative is in ſhort this; Mr. Er- 
ine proteſts for Liberty to aſſert Truths, without con- 
&«& tending for this or that Form of Speech; To this Pro- 
« reſt, Maſters Vilſon and Moncrieff adhere : Therefore it 
« appears that they ſupported him in his indecent Modes 
« of Speaking; and for this only they were cenſured ; Cre- 
% dat udæus apella. 

With equal Jaſtice our Authors might have argued, 
Thar, becauſe the Committee appointed by the Commiſſi- 
on in November to converle with the ſuſpended Brethren, 
did not doubt but the Reverend Cation would diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt the Matter and the Manner of Mr. Erskine's 
Sermon, and declared to thoſe Brethren, rhat they judged 
nothing more was intended by the Sentence of the Aſſem- 
bly, but the condemaing of the latter ; and thar, becauſe 
the time Committee made a Propoſal, That, if the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly ſhall declare, 'That it was not meant by the 
Act of the laſt Aſſembly to take away the Privilege of 
Miniſters to teſtify againſt Defections, that the Brethren 
mall retract their Proteſt : With equal Juſtice, 7 ſay, the 
Narrative might have hence inferred, That certainly the 
Aſſembly in 1733 intended no more; for, when Aſſerti- 
om 
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ons are all that we have in Place of Argument, it is ag 
Matter from whence the Inference 1s deduced. 5 
Haring mentioned the Commiſtees Overture, I cannot 
miſs to obſerve, from the Anſwer given to it by the four 
ſuſpended Brethren, Thar an Opportunity was put into 
our Hands of pleading, that no further Cenſure ſhould 
be inflicted. In that Anſwer, the Reaſon why they declare 
they have no Freedom to go in to the Propoſal, runs thus; 
« Becauſe the obvious Sen and Meaning of the ſaid Act 
« and Sentence (vr. the Act cenſuring Mr. Erskine) ap- 
« pears to us to lay a Reſtraint on Minifterial Freedom 
« and Faithfulneſs in teſtifying againſt the Act of Aſſem. 
« bly 1732, and the hke Defe&ions in this Church, ou 
« proper Occafions; and, as this was the Ground of our 
* 2 ſo any Declaration that a ſubſequent Aſ- 
« ſembly can make, cannot remove the Ground upon 

© which we pri teſted againſt that Deciſion. . 
Here we ſee, in the cleareſt Terms, that their Notion of 
the Aſſembly's Act, and their proteſtiug againſt it, had no 
Relation co indecent Expreſſions, or a Deſire to retain 
them; but proceeded merely from an Apprehenſion, that 
a Reſtraint was, by this, laid upon Miniſterial Freedom in 

teſtifying againſt Acts of Aſſembly, however iniquous. 
Now, Sir, if the Committee was perſwaded, that the 
Aſſembly deſigned no ſuch Reſtraint, and particularly you 
Narrative M ri ters, ſome of whom, if I am not miſinfor- 
med, made up Part of the Number; might you not have 
inſiſted, that no further Puniſhment ſhould take Place? It 
is true, the Aſſembly's Commands were peremptory and 
poſitive, that the Proteſt muſt be retracted, and Sorrow 
expreſſed, or further Cenſure inflicted ; but it is as 
certain, that the Aſſembly's determining the Matter thus, 
flowed from their apprehending, that the Proteſt coudem- 
ned ſomething which they had done, viz. (according ro 
the Narrative) their finding Fault with indecent Modes of 
Speech: And, had they viewed the Proteſt ia the ſame 
Light in which this Paper now under Conſideration pla- 
ces it, certain I am, they would have diſmiſſed the Bre- 
thren from their Bar, after explaining more fully the Na» 
ture of their Sentence; otherwiſe you muſt ſuppoſe, that 
this learned and wiſe Society, when cenſuring one of their 
Members for Miſdemeanours, and his happening ſome how 
to miſtake the Thing for which he was cenfured, and; 
in Conſequence of this, together with his Brethren, proteſt- 
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ing againſt the Aſſembly for finding Fault with what they 
did not condemn, and pleading for Liberty to do what 
was not denied ; You muſt ſuppoſe, I ſay, that the AC. 
ſembly did then 5 theſe Men to retract ſuch a Pro- 
reſt, expreſs their Sorrow, or ſuffer, without ever ſhewi 
their Miftake, which, according to the preſent Suppoſition, 
they knew. Is it not much more for their Honour to be- 
lieve with me, that they would have pitied the Weakneſſes 
of theſe Brethren, ſhewed them their wrong View of the 
Matter; and thus, by removing the Cauſe of their Proteſt, 
would have ſuperſeded all Neceſſity of retracting it? 

This, I perſwade myſelf, will appear to you at firft 
View: Therefore, without further Wordle I give you the 
Sum of the Argument thus; The Aſſembly, according to 
the Narrative, appointed Mr. Erskine to be rebuked mere- 
8 for certain Modes of ſpeaking e He proteſts ”__ this 

ntence, and pleads for certain Liberties ; to which Pro- 
teſt his three Brethren adhere : The Aſſembly orders them 
to retract this Proteſt, becauſe they underſtood it as con- 
demning what was done, and a pleading for Liberty to 
uſe theſe Expreſſions which they had found Fault with: 
Theſe Brethren declare, before the Committee 2 
by the Commiſſion, That, when they proteſted, they had 

uite different Notions of the Aſſembly” 


s Deſign ; and, on 
the Matter, declare, That they did not plead for Words, 
but Things, and a Liberty to teſtify againſt Defections on 
proper 3 Therefore, had the Aſſembly known 
this to have been the Deſign of their Proteſt, they would 
not have appointed fiich a Cenſure in Conſequence of it; 
fo far was proved. The Concluſion then is, That, notwith- 
ſtanding of the Aſſembly's Sentence, ſuch of the Narrative- 


what paſſed there, might have laid the Matter before the 
Commiſſion, and inſiſted for aſſoilzieing theſe Brethren, at 
leaft delaying to proceed to further Cenſure until next 
Aſſembly ; — and this the Commiſſion might have rea- 
dily granted. for now it appeared, that the very Rea- 
fon why the Aſſembly appointed this Method of Proce- 
dure, was founded upon a Miftake owing to Mr. Erskine 
and his Adherents indiſtinct Manner of expreſſing their 
Proteft. 
Pray, Sir, were you ſo abſolutely bound up, as to deny 
our Judgment, and have an active Hand in making the 
Effet take Place, when the Cauſe had ceaſed ; how eafi 
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could ycu have anſwered *. your Conduct at next Aſſem- 
bly, vhen at their Bar you ſhould have told, We were in- 
deed ordered to proceed apainſt theſe Brethren in caſe 
they did not retract their Proteſt ; but they gave in a Pa- 
r, which m_ ſhewed they had miſtaken the Rea. 
; Fo why the Aſſembly appointed them to be rebuked ; a 
Paper, which on the Matter ſhewed, that, by their Pro- 
teſt, they did not mean to quarrel the Aſſembly for what 
they had done? But, to give yet a ſhorter View of the 
Matter, and to carry the Argument further; If the Aſſem- 
bly condemned only certain Modes of Expreſſions, and 
appointed them to retract their Proteſt, becauſe contradi- 
ctory hereto (which, if you pleaſe, we ſhall ſuppoſe a 
juſt Account of the Nature and Deſign of this Proteſt) 
hy then, this Paper was a direct Retractation of it, for it 
retracts it in the Senſe condemned by the Aſſembly; ſo 
they were obeyed, and the Cenſure ſhould have ceaſed. 
Therefore, with what . Juſtice and Force of Argument 
might the Narrative-I#riters have pleaded for a Delay in 
this Affair? and then ſhould the World have believed them 
ſincere in that Repreſentation they give of the Grounds of 
the Aſſembly's Sentence: Bur when, inſtead of embracing 
this Opportunity to end the Matter in a mild and peace- 
able Manner, Things were puſhed by them with the ut- 
moſt Severity, and the warmeſt Speeches vented againſt a 
2 even until the Commiſſion in March, which by no 
eans could be pretended as contradictory to the Aſſem- 
bly's Commands; When this is the Caſe, every impartial 
Man will be ready to conclude, that all their Talk about 
indecent Expreſſions is indeed mere Modes of Speech, and 
Words of Courſe uſed by them, while there is nothing of 
Reality at Bottom : And what only remains for their Vin- 
dication, is, to apply next General Aſſembly for obtaining 
an Act declaring Miniſters at Liberty to argue and expreſs 
their Sentiments, even from the Pulpit, againſt ſuch Acts 
as that framed in the Year 1732. 
In the mean Time, I proceed to make ove other Obſer- 
vation upon the Narrative. | * 
Seeing it now appears, that Mr. Erabine was firſt rebu- 
ked, not only for indecent Modes of Speech, but for his 
teſtifying againſt Acts of Aſſembly, particularly the Act 
17323 and that afterwards he and his ſuffering Brethren 
Were turned out of the Church, becauſe of their Adhe- 
Fence te a Proteſt taken againſt that Sentence: Since this ig 
| | the 
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the Caſe, then has the Church proceeded in the moſt xi. 
orous Manner, and all the elaborate Reaſonings contained 
the Narrative are by no Means ſufficient to vindicate 
her Conduct to the impartial World. 
The Act of Aſſembly 1732 muſt be owned by all to 
be founded upon mere Church-authority ; and this the 
Narrative readily grants, when it lays, ** That the holy 
« Scriptures ſeem not to determine who fhall be the Ele- 
« ETtors of Miniſters: * Therefore the four Brethren 
ftand condemned, and are debarred from exerciſing the 
Office of the Miniftry within your Church, becauſe they | 
refuſed to retract a Proteſt taken againſt the Afembly's 
Sentence, appointing Mr. Erskine to be rebuked for teſti- 
fying from the Pulpit againſt a mere human Lau. How 
weak and feeble this Foundation is to ſupport ſuch a heavy 
Sentence, has been already ſhown from the Nature of the 
Miniſterial Office, and the Manner of its Conveyance from 
Jeſus the wiſe Author of the Conftitution, together with 
the Relation which he ftands in to his Church, as her 
only Lord and Law-givey. 3 © 984 
Bur, ſince the Narrative inſiſts ſo much upon Church 
Power and Authority, and even ſuppoſes it the more cri- 
minal in Mr. Erskine to ſpeak againſt the Act 1732, © be- 
« cauſe the holy Scriptures ſeem not to determine who 
4 ſhall be the Electors of Miniſters;“ On this Account I 
ſhall purſue the Argument a 1 tile further in the following 
Manner: 
By the urch, in the Narrative, I ſuppoſe, Sir, is not 
meant that Body of Men who in this Country profeſs Chri- 
ſtianity: It ſeems neceſſary to underſtand it there of ſuch 
of the Clergy and Lay-elders as meet together in Aſſem- 
blies, Commiſſions, & When once, then, we ſhall under- 
ſtand what Power and Authority truly belongs to ſuch aſ- 
ſociated Bodies of Churchmen, it will be eaſy to deter- 
mine on what Side the Truth lies, and whether or not 
the Narrative Defence of the Church's Proceedings bs 
Juſt aud good: And here, ſo far as I can underſtand the 
ms, either, 8 | ! | 
Hir, Such aſſociated Bodies of Churchmen are in the 
ſtricteſt Senſe Minifters of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, 
whoſe ſole Buſineſs and Office it is, to publiſh, to explain 
and make known his Laws, to preſide in his Houſe, and 
to ſee his Orders and Conſtitutions obſerved in it; but have 


no legiſlative Power and Authority to give any new * 
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to his Subjects, which he hath not already commanded: 


Secondly, When thus aſſoci ated, are veſted with Power 
and Authority to make Laws and Canons relating to re- 
ieious Worſhip, Diſcipline, &c. and therein to command 
— they judge to be for the Good of Chriſtian Societies, 
J. e. what they judge to be for Order, Decency, Edifica- 
tion, c. — | , 
Their Power, I ſay, muſt either come under the former 
Limitations, or extend thus far; and, if this laſt be truly 
the Caſe, it will, I own, follow, that the Reaſoning in 
the Narrative concerning Church-authority, is in general 
d and concluſive : But if the Clergy be veſted by 
hriſt with no ſuch legiſlative Power and Authority, but 
the firſt State of the Caſe be the true and juſt one, then 
the Narrative's full Vindication of the Charch's Proceedings 
will not carry in it the very Appearance of Reaſon ; and 
Mr. Erskine's preaching againſt the Aſſembly's Act 17325 
1. e. againſt their determining with a legiſlative Authority 
what is not determined in Scripture, is ſo far from being 
criminal, that it muſt be highly commendable: For, to 
appear againſt the Clergy's exerciſing ſuch a Power as 
od hath not lodged in them, eſpecially when they are 
ſubjecting Chriſtian Societies to viſible Hardſhips, muſt 
always be a real Service done to Chriſtianity; and it is. 
much to be wiſhed, that more of this were to be found 
among Churchmen of all Denominations, and that ſome 
were as willing as able to oppoſe the unjuſt Attempts of 
deſpotick Prieſts, who are leſs ſolicitous about the Salva- 
tion of Souls than the Increaſe of their Power and In- 
comes, and who, while greedily gaping after Power and 
Wealth, are upon every Occafion ſhifting Offices and Em- 
Ployments, till at length they arrive at the higheſt Prefer 

ments and greateſt Revenues that, as Churchmen, th 

can attain to; yet, take their own Word for i, and a 
this is for the lory of God, and the Good of che Church. 
I ee of this with the more Freedom to you, becauſe 
nothing of ſuch a Temper ſeems to have taken Place in 
your humble and generous Mind; and go on to what now 
only appears neceſſary for the Support of my Argument, 
& mean, to lay before you ſome of theſe Reaſons whigh 
Have fixed me in the Opinion, that you Churchmen 'are 
ne veRed by Jeſus Chriſt with a legiſlative Power eo e- 
pact and appoint what you, from Time to Time, ſhall 
53 . 
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jadge to be for the Good of Chriſtian Societies, provided 
Aways that your Appeltntments do not run croſs to the 
Laws of Chriſt. ; HEY 
The Conſequences which we named juſt now, as folloy- 
ing upon this duppoſition, will not, I imagine, be denied 
by any: Therefore, I ſay, the Argument ſeems only to 
require, that the Suppoſition ſhould be ſhown td be true 
and real; and what I would offer for that End, take as fol- 
Jows : In the * 

1ſt Place, If the Power of the Clergy is not confined 
to the explaining and inforcing the Laws of Jeſus, but ex- 
tends to a legiſlative Authority of contriving and framin 
new Canons; then, Sir, you will pleaſe inform the Wolf 
in what Reſpects 7eſws Chrift is more the King and Head 

_ of his Church than they; and if in this Caſe He could be 

call'd (at leaſt in the Scripture-Senfe of the Words) her 
only King and Lawgiver. 
ah, It I am right, while I ſappoſe the Scriptures to be 
a perfect and complete Rule in Matters of Religion, and 
what concerns the Happineſs of the Church of God, then 
both her Doctrine and Diſcipline muſt be founded upon 
it, and proven by it; and, if fo, an End, I think, would 
Joon be put to the legiſlative Power and Authority of rhe 
Clergy, which has been the greateſt Source of Miſchief to 
real Religion in all Ages. PR Fs 

zdly, If 2 Clergy be veſted with a legiſlative Power 
to enact and appoint whatever you judge to be for Order, 
Decency, Edification, &. with this only reſerving Clauſe, 
Provided that your Appointments be not contrary to the 
Laws of Chriſt ; there is nothing I can ſee to hinder you 
from going all the Lengths that the Papiſte, theſe Maſters 
of hay Iniquity, have gone: For you yourſelves will til 
be the Judges what is and what is not contrary to the 
Laws of J 


eſus, and ſo what is expedient to be enacted, ani 
what not. IF 


 4tlly, You ſeem to be expreſly limited and reſtrained to 
What I ampleading tor, viz. to the explaining and infor- BW 
cing the Laws of Chriſt : Thus our Saviour, when about 
to leave this lower World, commiſſions his Apoſtles, which 
you will ready glow was deſigned to extend to their duc- 
_ceflors in the ce of the Miniſtry, Go ye therefore, lays 
He, and teach all Nations,. teaching them Fo obſerve all 
 Ehings whaiſcever I haue commanded mn. 
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1 am i ware, ſome will be apt to imagine, that the Ne- 
ceſſity of preſerving Peace and Order in the Church is 
ſufficient to anſwer all which has been ſaid, and a good 
Reaſon why the Clergy ſhould have, a Power to enact 
yew Laws; but methinks it Pity that the Laws of Je- 
ſus are not a ſafficient Rule for promoting Peace in his 
Houſe, - | 
That he fervently wiſhes the Happineſs of his People 
and Church, will not be doubted by one who knows that 
he redeemed them with his own Blood; nor will his Wiſ- 
dom to frame ſuch Rules, as, if obſcrved, would effe- 
ctually accompliſh. this valuable End, be called in queſti- 
on by the Man who believes him to be the Wonderful Coun- 
ſellor: For my own Part, I cannot help thinking, that the 
God of Order, and the Cod of Peace, as really defires, that 
Order be obſerved, and Peace enjoyed in this Church, as 
aſpiring Churchmen themſelves; and that the infinitely 
viſe 2 is no leſs capable to diſcover Means which 
may have this happy „. than ignorant Mortals, 
Prieſts not excepted. If, Sir, you are of the contrary 
Opinion, or rather, if you imagine, that, tho' Jeſus the 
Prince of Peace commands all his People to live together 
in Peace and Unity, tho' he deſires nothing more, and has 
preſcribed many excellent Rules for thisPurpoſe; yet others, 
2 neceſſary, are omitted, and left by him to the 
Care of fallible Men, whoſe Affection to his Church is 
infinitely Jeſs than his own, and who in theſe Matters are 
molt apt to be miſtaken and to ſplit amongſt themſelves : 
If, Sir, you are of this Mind, then it is expected, that 
you vill reconcile this ſuppoſed Conduct of the bleſſed 
Jeſus with the Notions which we muſt necaſſarily Frame 
concerning infinite Wiſdom : And I believe you will like- 
wiſe ſee it needful to condeſcend on ſome Inſtances by 
which it appears, that certain "Things neceſſary to the 
Peace and Order of the Church are by no Mens deter- 
mined by Jeſus Chriſt; or (in other Words) That ſuch 
evas, is, or may be the State of the Chucch, that ſome 
other Rule is needful to preſerve Peace aud Order in it, 
beſides the Divine Command; ſomewhat more required 
of the Clergy than the inforcing the Laws of ſeſus, and 
the deter mining Circumſtances of Time and Place which 
are neceſſary for that End; ſomething, more, 1 ſay, than 
the determining ſuch Circumſtances as are neceſſiry to iu- 
force Obedience to the * Command : This Power : 
& 4 


( 36. 
I along ſuppoſe lodged in the Chureh, and to he: 
Fg to them, even when underſtood in the Senſe of which 


we now ſpeak, as conſiſting of Clergy and Lay-elders af- 
ſociated together, 


But you, Sir, who in the preſent Caſe I conſider ag 
maintaining their legiſlative Power, and that in ſuch a La- 
titude as to warrant the Act 1732, which, in the Senſe of 
the Narrative itſelf, is a mere buman Law, muſt carry the 
Matter a great deal further, and prove, that ſuch an af. 
ſociated Body have a Right, not only to take proper Me- 
thods for inforcing Obedience to the Laws of their Lord 
and Maſter, but to frame diſtinct and different Laws of 
their pwn, and to ſanction them with the ſevereſt Penal- 
ties. 

The Argument therefore, as was obſerved, requires, 
that you ſhould ſhew how it 1s conſiſtent with the Wiſ- 
dom of Jeſus to endow them with ſuch a Power, while he 
Himſelf knew better what Laws to frame, and muſt be 
ſnppoſed to do what tends moſt to the Advantage of his 
Church and People, ſeeing he loved them unto the Death; 
and its Inſtances of the Neceſſity of their Power in this 
extenſive Senſe to maintain Order and Peace in the 
Church, which are demanded. - Mean while, if you ex- 
prom and inforce the Laws of Chriſt, and with Zeal and 

iligence exerciſe the Diſcipline he hath appointed in it; 
If you attend to this as your 1 Province, you will 
Find Work enough, tho' you divert to no foreign Matters, 
tho' you make no new Laws, tho* you deviſe no new Diſ- 
cipline. Happy had it been for the Chriſtian Church, if 
her Miniſters had regularly acted according to this Plan. 
Every one who knows any Thing of Church-hiſtory will 
acknowledge, that it was the Clergy's claiming and exer- 
ciſing a legiſlative Power and Authority, which be 
Antichriſtian Apoſtaſy, and laid the Foundation of Babel, 
that great City, which made all Nations drink of the Wine 
of the Wrath of ber Fornication. | | 

And now, after all, I perſwade myſelf it would be no 
2 Difficulty to prove, that altho* the Clergy had a 

ower to make new Laws relating to mere Order and De- 
cency, that yet Obedience to all ſuch Laws is nor abſo- 
Jutely requiſite in every Charch-Member, or eyen Silence, 
when they in Conſcience are convinced ſomewhat ſinful to 
be contained in them : My Reaſon for it is this, That I 
{ns it might de ſhown to de more deflruRive to the 
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Cauſe of true Godlineſs, io thruſt ont of the Church 
Men who religiouſly obey the Laws of Chriſt, and are 
wel 5 yg for labouring in the Wark of the Goſpel, 
becauie they cannot goin with every human Device, than 
to allow them to continue, when not agreeing with Yee 
Majority in a Matter of Decency. 5 
- The very Reaſon why you ſuppoſe a Power lodged in 
their Hands of framing the Laws of Order, is, That there. 
by the Ends of real Religion may be the better obtained 
der, without this, being a ſolem Piece of * ym? 
and a vain lifeleſs Form) certainly then, no Sanction ſho d 
be annexed, no Puniſhment inflicted in conſequence of 
the Tranſgreſſion of a Law relating to Order, when that 
Fanction, or this Puniſhment, is prejudicial i the Cauſe of 
true Godlineſs. : 

It does not ſeem a ſufficient Reply to ſay, That, if ab- 
ſolute Obedience is not given by all to each of theſe 
Laws, then there is no Advantage in making them; for, 
if framed by the Generality of the Church, chey will in 
general be obeyed : Howeyer, I do nat aſſert a, Thing 
8 on this Head, and have mentioned it only with a 

tew to have the Pleaſure of your Thoughts concerning 
it. But I muſt be allowed to ay. That no Suppoſition of 
the Clergy's Power to contrive and enact the Laws of Or- 
der and Decency and Peace, will warrant the Act of AC. 
ſembly 1732, and the Sentences inflicted upon Mrs. Er- 
skine, Wilſon, &c. on Account of their Teſtimonies againſt 
it, ſeeing it evidently relates to ſomewhat more than mere 
Order and Decency, even to the depriving of Men, be- 
cauſe not bleſt with an earthly Inheritance of a Right 
which ſeems to belong to them as Men, and which I do 
not think you will be able to prove Jeſus has deprived 
them of, or even that this natural Right ſhould pot rake 
Place, becauſe of the legal Eſtabliſhments, provided the 
Patron does not preſent: And how unfit this Act is for 
obtaining Peace and Quiet amongſt us, let the fatal Diſor- 
my and Confuſion which have thence aciſen bear Wit- 
neſs. | 
Jo conclude, I will preſent you wich a Paſſage from an 
illuſtrious Writer, which, by a ſmall Variation I hall 
adapt to my preſent Deſign ; a Liberty I have taken iv 
ſome other e. in the foregoing Pages. 

To be a Friend to Liberty in State. affairs, and an Ene- 

my do it in Church- matters, is inevitably to ſacrifice them 
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— Principles of he ons are fick a by 
TS lead to the Principles of the other, 

therefore, Sir, be the y of this Church, 60 

is tbe E fre hh: r 

ue, and have the Reſolution to abet ſuch noble, 

generous Principles, as have a direct Tendency tg 

Religion, the Intereſt of human Society, the 

herties PRES. Generation and the Ages to — 

every Way worthy of the Miniſters of tho 

much to be valucd and eſteemed by all, and parti 


. Sir, Your bumble Servant, 
aug if. F 
1734. ONE X. V. 
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